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                     3rd November 2021
Dear Sir / Madam
A report was approved by Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council Cabinet on 18th October 2021 to commence a period of pre statutory consultation on proposals to make prescribed alterations (under the  School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2013), to Newman School, East Bawtry Rd, Whiston, Rotherham S60 3LX. 
Following the recent acquisition of the former Dinnington college Site (which is being used as an annex to Newman School for upper school and 6th form pupils), to meet demand for places and while renovations are progressing at the main school site.  A capacity assessment indicates there is sufficient space across the Newman main school and Dinnington Annex for 180 pupils. 

The report proposes to:

· Increase the registered number of places at the school (across Newman site and the Dinnington annex) on a permanent basis from the current 120 registered places to 180.
· Create a permanent satellite base of Newman School at the Dinnington site.

· Simplify the existing registered designation of the school on GIAS to complex SEND.    
The proposal within the report seeks to invite the views of stakeholders on making the prescribed alterations to the school in line with the above regulations. 
The timeline for the prescribed alteration process is outlined below. 

October 2021 - Report to Cabinet seeking approval to commence a period of pre-statutory consultation on proposals. 

November 2021 - 4 week period of pre-statutory consultation. 

January 2022 - Report to Cabinet outlining the outcome of pre-statutory consultation and seeking approval to commence a period of statutory consultation by the publication of a public notice. 

January 2022 - Notification to the Department for Education and submission of proposals being consulted upon. 

February 2022 - Public Notice period (4 weeks) commences. 

April 2022 - Report to Cabinet outlining the outcome of statutory consultation and seeking a determination of the proposals. 

April 2022 - Notification to the Secretary of State for Education of the determination of the proposals.

April 2022 – School makes the necessary amendments to their GIAS (get information about schools) registration in preparation for the commencement of the 2022/23 academic year.  

Redacted comments from the pre statutory consultation will be used to report back to Cabinet in January 2022 when seeking to progress to a period of statutory consultation. Should the proposals be approved then the Secretary of State for Education will be formally notified of the formal changes and registration information will be amended on the get information about schools (GIAS) system. 
A copy of the 18th October 2021 report can be obtained from the Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council website by using the link below:
Browse meetings - Cabinet - Rotherham Council 

Or by requesting a copy from Christopher stones.  
Should you wish to comment on the proposals outlined above and in the Cabinet report, then please contact: Christopher.stones@rotherham.gov.uk by 1st December 2021. 

Yours sincerely 
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